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An example of “the best laid plans” caught up with me. 
 
I had an appointment to meet with the director of community and government relations 
for the Tarrant Regional Water District, but then came the monsoonal rains Tuesday 
that were followed by the tornado warnings for the Dallas/Fort Worth and tornadoes 
actually striking the area. 
 
I called and got a rain check for my visit. 
 
Preparing for the visit, I researched what constituted The Tarrant Regional Water 
District and found it to be pretty impressive. 
 
The district has been in existence for more than 80 years. It is governed by a board of 
five elected members and owns and operates four major reservoirs — Lake Bridgeport, 
Eagle Mountain Lake, Cedar Creek and Richland-Chambers Reservoirs.  
 
It has 150 miles of water pipelines in the Integrated Pipeline Project, 27 miles of 
floodway levees, 40 miles of Trinity River Trails, six urban parks and a 260-acre water 
reuse wetland. 
 
The Integrated Pipeline Project is for a purpose not popular among a lot of the good 
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folks over in East Texas — interbasin transfer of water. 
 
The multifaceted water supply system the district serves more than 1.7 million people in 
an 11-county area in the North Central Texas area, as well as wholesale customers Fort 
Worth, Arlington, Mansfield and the Trinity River Authority.  
 
But one of the district’s innovative water management approaches is in their wetlands 
project. 
 
The George W. Shannon Wetlands Water Reuse Project is on Texas Parks and 
Wildlife’s Richland Creek Wildlife Management Area in Navarro and Freestone counties. 
It consists of a series of sedimentation ponds and wetland cells into which water from 
the Trinity River is diverted. This allows for “natural treatment” of the water. 
 
This process was begun on a pilot scale in 1992. In 2008, an additional 200 acres of 
wetlands were added. Plans are to eventually expand it to 3,000 acres of high-quality 
wildlife habitat that can be used as a living filter for additional water supplies.  
 
Another of their water management undertakings is the Integrated Pipeline Project.  
 
This is a water delivery system — a partnership between the Tarrant Regional Water 
District and the City of Dallas. The pipeline will run from Lake Palestine — an interbasin 
water transfer — to Lake Benbrook, Cedar Creek and Richland-Chambers Reservoirs. It 
is designed to provide an additional 350 million gallons of water per day.  
 
If you kept your copy of The Daily News on Dec. 31, which contains the first article in 
this series, “Examining the true cost of water,” you will find that in response to the 
record drought of the 1950s, the Texas Water Development Board put forward in the 
Texas Water Plan of 1968, Issue 3: Interbasin transfers of surface water. 
 
Issue 3 proposed a Coastal Canal that would extend about 600 kilometers 
southwestward from the Sabine to the Rio Grande, thus intersecting most streams that 
drain into the Gulf of Mexico. 
 
That plan was, supposedly, discarded. Perhaps it has come back in another form and is 
being implemented. 
 
Tom Linton teaches at Texas A&M University at Galveston and is a frequent contributor 
to The Daily News. He’s writing a series of columns about where Galveston County 
residents get their water.  

 


